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: HXSTORIOAJj INTRODUCTION • 

• - ' . ■. ' ' '. 

Idwaiwastkd sixteenth Coiri-t 
monWealth to be* Admitted into 
tiie. Unt(m on van «qual footing 
Witt tiie original thirteto Statesi 
The date of admission Wa& De« 
comber tweaity-eiglith, one ;tbo.ia-» 
sand eight hniidrM : and: fbrtj*- 
six — seventy years : after the 
Declaration of Indepemdence. . . 

As a part of the Provirice of 
Lonisistna, the Iowa country wa« 
acqiiired by the United States 
in 1803. Thns the purchase of 
Lonissana may be itegbrd^ aa^a 



52/ill2 



' starting poi'nt in tihe history of 
Iowa. In 1804 the Iowa country 
was included in the District of 
Louisiana. ' In 1805 the District 
of Louisiana was organized as 
the TerWitory of Ijbnisiana; 'Then 
in il8(12'ttbel Tertitorydf Louis* 
iatid; wiasi Teorganized as the^ Teti 
rit6r5r" of' 'Missouaril' ' 'That; ^art 
of the Territory of ; MissoHiri now 
eMWifaoed wlflian idoe /Kmitfti of 
thfei Stalei of Missouri wlas admits 
ted ioihii th«!. IJnion -in- 1821. 
Thereu-ploai the J Iowa) 'eountr:^ 
tvB» ieft/^T^itbcfat a loe^l CMisti- 
tutiouai stetus'/uhtil 1834, when 
it w^ai^ ktttiohled to aild'miade a 
part-of thq Tiirritory of Michi- 
gan. { Ikn 1886 ' it l?eoame . a part 
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tdary of ^WiiasoiiaB. tiTiwa yeard 
latetF^ /< 19B8'> the { ind^endtot 
T^r^itory' I tof >I<K«f a < wa» ^estak^ 
fished !on tlie f ourtk day of Jiilyl 
" The^ Iowa eoun^ .iwas -lexf 
pioredtbiy Muiqtiiettft in 167d, bjf 
htmis laM Gliork iB> i804v >b]|r 
Zebukm; Mu Pike iQ::18C»!,//a4id 
by i Albert M. iii^r ill .1885: 
Mai^tfett^ visited/ "th^* yaUlay 
of the Iowa River; theljdwas 
Md OlaHs* ex!pediti0D<; paii^d 
adoilg ^/Western riowla^ Pike, exi- 
pioredt the i<i(^t btok i6i the 
Miasiflmppi; and Aibeirt M. ! Lea 
ixpl^te& eastBhiiloweu \ > */» 
' In 1836 Albert Mj Dea pub« 
lAshM' n' bo<&<^ entitled NMes iOf^ 



Wisd&nkm<T\erritor!/ wiUi a Mdpi 
On tiie B^p aad in the textile 
ref^vred ifco i the . counf ryi west of 
tJke^ Mississippi i as 'th« ^MoW'a 
Distiriet'^ Iowa, he tells us^ 
was «: namer suggested to kim 
b^ the loway'Ri^BP. Thtis the 
Haine ^ ' Iowa ' ' id^ended f roui 
f^Ioway- : River ^/ 'through the 
'Mt^Si Distridt'' and th6 '^Teri. 
iit6ry of loWa-'^ to the '^Statfe 
dif Jowa'^ • : • »' ■ ■ • 

'■ The penuaiQent settleinient o£ 
Iowa d^es ;fpoiki the eariy thi!r* 
tie^, the Indihn title to:a portioa 
of !th4^edu«itrSr haviug beea 4r&t 
extinguished • in duney 1833: A 
series ofltr^ties hUide within a 
period oT teri iynars fe»ciired' fiDm 



10 



tiske iHidiansi poraetieaUiy the whole 
of the Ipwa cotmtry. ; 
•The populatioa grew by lel^ps 
aild hwinds. MejiHcftBiie: hejrer 
from all parts of *he UniQui 
They came f noaa . the . North, th0 
South, the. Bast, And the; Mid^e 
West Themcreaee in^tbeipoiwi^ 
lation.up to 1846 waei iaisifoi-f 
lows : 10/681 . ,m .1836 ; : 82',S&a . to 
ISaS J 43;112 ill! 1840 > and, 102,- 
388 in 1846.: . . ■ ' : i 

Many of the eitrly < «^tle<r& 
ciame : to loiRf a '• before thfe laPicte 
had* been suirvi^ied aiid>oflfeJ?ed 
for sale;- They did not -wait foi? 
thei stirveyor aod the auation^eir^ 
They st£&ed out - claims'' and 
proceeded to improve them. 
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fences; they bi^ofee' the' jJraiWeis 
and ' cJearedf ' thie *<>i«$<«^ - For 
theii" miffirtttal!i)p6teetidnt!fei iaak« 
iflg iatid* holdinf* ©laims they 
foitadd '*^ ifflaiii' assoeiatioBs ' ' aiid 
'^ iittia eltibfe '1 '; I The cdnstitutiioiiff, 
lawsy a,fi!d i^esoltt-tJicms (rf ; these ek^ 
tm^egial <assoeiiitMns'tveire for the 
piioAeet&ihe '^^law^ol<1ifef aand^'J 
- ITtelGmistifeiilioii feittta^TeMi 
tory of Iowa was th^-'^^act t^ 
dlvidte'-theiTerritrity bf Wis^n- 
»te* fiind'^to 'e8tatilisk<4he 'Terri*^ 
ioriut * GoveriiHient 5 of " ; Idwa/ ' 
t>aiSsM by ©ofa^ressiii 1888. :It 
s^rred^ fa» (the ^ fiaii'damenttti^ lat^ 
fcrtil the' ^opriiation bf %he Stoftti 
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Thfef xhbvemimi <oWa*d the es^ 
tablii&'iiieiit of State gbvemmetet 
tvas inau^rated by GtovfertiOP 
lAicas ^^6; in 1839; i^ommendi 
^ ttiat th0 to^rtatiT^ AssctfibV!^ 
Membrifitlize » Gon^ress = for . pe^ 
missiofl to ifMtn a eori«tltutwii: 
This fiftst j^bomtneodatiOtt ^ Hoi^e 
no fruit. But in 1^40^ the ques- 
tibn of* calling fe c6iistituti6ttal 
convention was submitted" to the 
pfeopl^f. It wite i voted dOfWn^ by ' tt 
large ma joiriifcy. ^g&M iii 1 1843 
the people oppcKSM th^ oafliiig' 6f 
a convention by* a d^fttvevc^I 
It was not until lS44>that a rot^ 
Was retum^d^ by ' th^ pboplei id 
favor of State government.' - ' 

r 

* The first cotostilutiohal cxm* 
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v^tion m^t at iQWft City it^Oc- 
tjofe^r^ 1844v It eoBsisted erf $ev- 
Qnt|y-two» memjbers — fifty-oja^ 
DemoerQ.t«s mi tYfe^ty-<m<d 
Wli^ Tbe.ConBtittition drawa 
up by this -ccmv^ntdon was. twice 
sabmitted to the people iQ,1845, 
and twice tejeiated by th^m. 

The aecoDd .constiJyatioB4l coai- 
vei^tion met at lowa.Gity. in 
May, 1846. It consisted ol but 
thiirty*two. iaoemb^r^ -^ twenty t 
f^reiDemeopats aiwi: ten Whig^; 
On.Auigust 3, 1846, the Coniati* 
tution drafted hy this conveu- 
tio» was. rajtifed by the people 
by aina/jority of 456 votes. With 
this Con^tltutioii a» the funda* 
mental ilat? Jowik was adnaitted 
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into the Union on Decenttbek^ 28, 
1846. 

As early as 1855 the Genieral 
Assembly of the State provided 
for an expression of the people 
relative to the calling of a con- 
vention to revise or amend the 
Constitution of 1846. The Ma- 
jority in favor of such a conven- 
tion was over eighteen thousand; 
In November, 1856, delegates 
were elected; and in January, 
1857, the third constitutional 
convention met at Iowa Gity. It 
was composed of thirty-six mem-< 
bers — twenty-one Republicans 
and fifteen Democrats. 

The Constitution drawn up by 
the convention of 1857, a copy 
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(^^..iTiuda is herein printed from 
the original records,^ was ratified 
hy the people* in August, 1S57, 
by a majority-of 1630 votes. It 
weut into effect September, 1857, 
upon the procHamation ; of Gov- 
ernor James W. Grimes. . 

At six different times sinee 
its adoption the Constitution of 
1857 has; been; toiended. These 
several amendments lare given 
below ioUowiilg. the text of the 
Oonsifcitution. > 

In 1882 ' the following pro* 
posed amendment was, ratified 
by the people as Section 26 of 
the Bill of Rights: **No person 
i^all manufacture for sale, or 

^Pf: Pamplilet eliiti<ma tosned by the 
Secretary of State in 1893 and 1919. 



age,, piay, iintoxieating* liq^AOJTB 
whfttev^t, includiug, ale,; Twae 
and beierj The General AssemWyi 
sbalL by law. prescribe iregulftn 
lions ipt: tbe enlorcem^^ of .tb;^ 
ppobibition: herein contaiijed, and 
shall thereby provide mitaWe 
penalties for the violation of tk^e 
provision* hereof, ' ' But in 1983 
the Supreme Court held, in the 
ease of Eoebler & Lajage vs. HiU,^ 
that owing to certftiaj; irnegularjU 
ties this amendment had npt 
been legally; :suhmitted to the 
people and therefore did not be- 
eome a pair^ el the Constitution, 
The first effort to provide for 
biennial elections -met with a 
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similar fate. A pl^opo^ed ateend- 
jtfettt ratified by tfee pedple in- 
1900 was held unconstitutional 
hy '■ the Supreme Court in the 
cai^ of State ex rd. Bailey vs. 
B^okhart. SuT)Btatitially the 
same amendment was, however, 
adopted in 1^04 and declared 
valid by the Supreme Gourt. 

Hiaving repeatedly Veted d<ywn 
the propomtioin fo^ a eonvention 
t^ revise the Gonstitutibn, the 
people in 1"920 recorded a ^b- 
i^antiial majority in favdr of 
j^uch a convention; but the Gen- 
eral Assembty at its next session 
(in 19121) failed to provide for 
the election of delegates. 

Bek'j. F: Shambaugh 
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THE CONSTITUTION OP 

THE STATE OF IOWA 

ADOPTED IN 1857 






: ;. -^^ 



1 I 1 * ' 

' CONSTITUTION OF 
THE STATE 0# lO^A 



We, the People op the State op 
Iowa, grateful to the Supreme Be- 
ing for the blessings hitherto en* 
joyed, ,sui^ feeli]]^<.Qur dej^ndeiaee 
on Him for a continuation of those 
blessings, do ordain and establish a 
free and independent goveriiment, 
by the name of tfee State- op Iowa, 
the boundaries wheneof shall be sa 

, follows: 

Begfhming in the ii^ddle of the mttin 
^hi^nel of the Misdissi^pi ItiVer, at a 
point due East of th< middle of th^ 
mmith of themaitf channel' dflthe DeS 
Moinesl River, thenee up the ifniddle of 
the main channel ef the mid De^ 
Moiined BiVer, to a point on sai'd ti^ei 
Where the Notthem tiottiidaitf^finb of 
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the State of Mi^ouri — as established 
by the constitution of that State — 
adopted June 12th, 1820 — crosses the 
said , pi^ddle of the maiiji channel of 
the said Des Moines Biver: thence 
Westwardly along" the said Northern 
boundary line of the State of Missouri, 
as established at the time aforesaid, 
until an extension of said line inter- 
sects th^ middle of main channel of 
the Missouri River; thence up the 
middle of the main channel of the said 
Missouri, River -to a point opposite the 
middle of the main channel of the Big 
Sioux River, according to Nicollett 's 
Map; thence up ,the main channel of 
the said : Big Sioux River, according 
to the. said map, until it is intersected 
by th« parallel of forty-three deigrees 
and thirty minutes North latitude^ 
thence East along said parallel of 
forty-three degrees and thirty minutes 
until said parallel inijerseets the mid- 
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die of tbe maio ehaMai^ of the Missis* 
eippi Btver; thenoe dowa the middle 
of the joaain channel of flaid> Missis* 
sippi Biver to -the pfta^ of begiiwinK* 

ARTICLE I. 

BILL OF RIGHTS. 

Section h All men are, by nattnre, 
free and equal, and have certain in* 
ftlienable rights -^ among which are 
those of enjoying and defending life 
and liberty, acquiring^ possessing and 
protecting property, and pursuing and 
el)taining safety und happiness. 

Sec. 2. All political porweir is in^ 
herent in the people. Government is 
instituted for the protection, security, 
and benefit of the people, and they 
have tbe right, at all times, to alter 
or reform Hie same, whenever the 
public good may require it. » 

Sec. 3. The General Assembly shall 
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make no law* 7efl|ieeting an establish^ 
ment of veligioh, or prohibiting the 
free exereise thereof; nor shall any 
person' be compelled to attend any 
place of worship, pay tithes, taxes, or 
other rates for building or repairing 
places of worship, or the maintenance 
of any minister, or ministry. 

Sbc* 4.. No religious test shall be 
required as a qualification for any 
office, or public trust, and no person 
shall be deprived of any of his rights, 
privileges, or capacities, or disquali- 
fied from the performance of any of 
his public or private duties, or rea- 
died iseompetent to give evidence in 
any court of law or equity, in coBse-^ 
quenoe of his opAnioh& on. the subjeet 
of religion ; and any- party to any judir. 
cial.proeeedijQig shall have the right to 
use as a wit&ess, or take the testimony 
of, any other person not disqualified 
on account of interest, who may be 
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eognizaat ef a»y faet materiiU to t^e 
ease; and paarties to soits may b6 wit* 
Besses, as proivided by law; 

Sad. 5. Any citizen - of this Statie 
w^ may hereafter be engaged, either 
diitectly, or indireetly, in a duel, etther 
as principal, or accessory before ' the 
fact, riiall forever be discjualified from 
holding any office under the Oonstitn* 
tion and laws of l^is 8tate. 

Sec. 6. AU laws of a general na- 
ture shall have a ■ uniform operaiioh j 
the Oeiieral Assembly shall' not grant 
to any citizen, or class of cltteens^ 
privileges or immunities, which, upon 
the same terms shall not eqiialfy be^ 
long to all (iitioens. ' < ' 

Sec. 7. Every person inay speak^ 
write, and publish his seiitiments on 
all snbjectis, being responsible for the 
abuse of that right. No law shall be 
passed to restrain or abridge the Hb^ 
erty of speech^ or of the'press. In. all 
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proseeutJioiia ^r i&dictineiits f«r Ukfii, 
the truth may be giv^at in e\tidQDee to 
the jury, and if itt appear to the jury 
tliat th6 matter charged aa llbokius 
wa»true, aud was published with go^d 
matavea •atid for justifiable ends, the 
party shall be acquitted. 

8bc, $, The right of the people to 
be secure in their persons, houses, pa- 
pers and e^Bects, against unreaaonaMe 
seizures and searches, .6haU not be vio- 
lated;, and QOvtrarrant shall issue but 
on probable cause, supported by oath 
or affirmatjion, particularly describing 
the plaee to be searched, and the per- 
sons and things to be 8«i0ed. 

Sec. 9. The right of trial by jury 
shall remain inviolate; but the Gen- 
eral Asacrmbly may authorize trial by 
a jury of a less number than^ twelve 
men in inferior courts; but no person 
shall be d4{^rived of life, liberty, or 
property, without due process of law. 
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ewc. 10. In all criminal prosetni- 
tions, and in cases involviiig^ the life, 
Of liberty of an individual/ the accused 
shall have a right to a speiedy and 
public trial by an impartial jury; to 
be informed of the accusation against 
him, to have a copy of the same when 
demanded; to be confronted with the 
witnesses against him; to have com- 
piilsory process for his witnesses; and, 
to have the assistance Of ^ counsel. 

Sec. 11. All offenses less than' fel-^ 
ony and in which the punishmient does 
n6t exceed a fine of one liundred dol- 
lars, or imprisonment for thirty days, 
shall be tried summarily before a Jus- 
tice of the Peace, or other officer au- 
thorized by law, on information under- 
oath, without indictment, or the inter- 
vention of a grand jury, saving to the 
defendant the right of appeal; aStd 
BO person shall be h^d to answer for 
any higher crimiu^ offense, unless on 
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preaentiiieQt or iivli((t;pie«t bjf a gf»nd 
jury, «Kcept ,w eaaes^ arising in- the 
araay, f>i xwivy,: or in the miUtiaj when, 
in actual service^ in tim^^ o^ war oi 
public danger. 

Sec. 12.. No person shall after ae« 
quittaly be- tried for the. same off enae» 
AH' persoss shall, before conviction, 
be bailable, by sufficient sureties, ex- 
cept for; capital offenses where the 
proof is revident, or the presumption 
great. ., 

Sbo» 13. The writ of habeas corpus. 
shaU.not be suspended, or refused 
when application is made as required 
by law, .unleas in ease of rebellion, or 
invasion the publie safety may require 
it. 

Sec. 14. The military shall be sub- 
ordinate fco the ciyii power* No stand- 
ing army shall be kept up by the State 
in time of. peace; and in time of war, 
no appropriation f oif a standing iar^ay 
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shall be fox a longer time than t*^*^) 

iBso. 3^ No, soldiJss ahaUy in tioie 
of peaeey be. jotuart^eid m anj iiauao 
without the consent of the pwnec, nor 
in time of war except in the manj^r 
prescribed by iaw* . - 

Bbg. 16< Treasoii^ a^nst 'the 8tate 
shall consist, only ini levying, war 
against it^ adhering to. iits enemies, or 
giving them aid and comfort* No 
person shall be convicted of treasoi^. 
unless on the evidence of two wit- 
nesses to the same overt aejt, ot con- 
fession in open Court., . 

BSH^ 17, Excessive bail shall not be 
required; excessive J&nes ^haU not be 
imposed, and cruel and unusual pun- 
iBhmwit shall not be inflicted . 

Sec. 18. Private property shail not 
be taken for public, use withoUit just 
compensation first being made, pr se- 
cured to be made to the owner there- 
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of, as sicyon . m the damages shall be 
assessed by a jury, who shall not tiake 
into considerfttioii- any adSrantages that 
may regttlt to bboA owner on aeoount 
of the improvemeut for which it is 
taken*! 

Sec. 19. No person shall be im- 
prisoned f6r d^bt in any civil action, 
da mesne or final process, unless in 
ease of fraud; and no person shall be 
imprisdhed for a militia fin« in time 
0* peace. 

Sec. 20. The people have the right 
freely* to assemble together to counsel 
for the common good; to make known 
their opinions to their representatives 
and to petition for a redress of griev- 
ances. 

Sec. 21. No bill of attainder, ex 
post facto law, or law impairing the 
obligation of contracts, shall ever^ be 
passed. 

* See below, Amendment of 1908, p. 112. 
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8X0i 22. Foreign^TB who are^ ot 
ntay heieiftfter beoome reaudeiBAs of 
this Statey JBhall enjoy the same ri^ta 
in respect to the .possession^ enjo^* 
ment and descent of property, as na^ 
tive bom eitizekn. 

SfiO. 23. There shall be no slavery 
in this State; nor shall therte be in- 
voluntary servitude^ unless for the 
punishment of crime. 

Sec. 24. No lease or grant of agri* 
cultural lands, reserving any rent, or 
service of any kind, i^iall be valid for 
a longer period than twenty years^ 

SeC; 25. This enumeration of rights 
shall not be construed to impair or 
deny others, retained by the people, . 

ARTICLE II. 

RIGHT OF gUPFBAGE. 

Section 1. Every white i males citi- 
zen of the tfnlted States, of the age of 

* See below, Amendments of 1868, p. 105. 

2 See Amendment XI3C, U. S. Constitu- 
tion. 
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trrentyi^one years^nrho shall. Iiave b^en 
a ' t oMjbo A' >»f ihis Statr ^sx iihoiLtka 
nedct prooedingf thi^' eIeetloi»y t iSStd > of 
tbe Ck>uiit7 ia ^vfliieh: ha dlsiiBs fads 
vote^aixty dayfli, )Bhall be^ieiltitied to 
vote at all elections wbicll are iii^w^ir 
liereafteff tnm^ be kuthorked hy law. 

€i>d. 2i Electors shall/ 'in ^ eases 
except* treastoy f^ny, or breaxsh of 
the peace, be privileged ftwin arrest 
on th^ days of ^leotion, during their 
attettdimce at sneh olectiboy going to 
aiid i^tornibg t^refrokn; * 

Sbg. d. No elector shall be tibliged 
to perform mdiitary duty on the day 
Of election, except in time of war, or 
public danger. 

Sec. 4. No peiisoii.in the military, 
naval, or marine seryice of, the United 
States shall be considered a resid^t of 
thi? Stafte by being stationed iu any 
garrison, barrack, or military or naval 
place, or station within tys State. 
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I. SiE<h>5; Ni0( idM-, otriifBan^' person, 
dr "-pevsdh. • conlmted <>f taaj • infamous 
^mO) BhiQl -be' enftifled to* the pii^^ 
lege^of an eleetdr. ' ^ f >■ 'i 
>eBO< '6. AU'.^leiettong ^y the people 
shall T^e by ballot; "> f 
'-.{Sec; Ti^i • ■ - ' -■>- ■••' 

ARTldUB to. 

op' the distribution op powers. 

Section 1. The powers of the gov- 
eminent of Iowa shall \^e divided into 
three separate departments — the Leg- 
islative, the ifexeeutive, and the Judi- 
cial; and no person charged with the 
exercise of powers properly belonging 
to one of these departments shall ex- 
ercise any function appertaining to 
either of the others, except in cases here- 
inafter expressly directed or permitted. 

LEGISLAT^IVE DEPARTMENT. 

Section 1. "^he Legislative author- 

* S[ee helQW, Amfindment (\t 1854, p. XPC, 
and Amendment of 1016, p. 113. 
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it J oi tim, State ^laUt be vested m a 
General Assembly, wfaadi shall consist 
oi & Senate and Howse >of {Represents* 
tives; and the style .of 'every laWicteil 
\my ^ ' Be it enacted ' by the . General 
Assembly of the State of lowa.^' 

Sec. 2. The sessions of the Gtoneoral 
Assembly sl^ be bie|ini;d, and shall 
commence on the second Monday in 
January next ensuing,. the election of 
its members; unless the .Governor of 
the State shall, in the meantime, con- 
vene the General Assembly by procla- 
mation. 

Sec. 3. The members of the House 
of Representatives shall be chosen ev- 
ery second year, by the qualified elec- 
tors of their, respective districts, on 
the second Tuesday in October, except 
the years of the Presidential election, 
when the election shall be on the Tues- 
day next aft^r the first Monday in 
November,- and their term of office 
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fldwE: commenoeioii 'the'^rst'dajr of 
January next laftertlMit dectioa, asd- 
ooatinne' tYfO'>3rMtrs^ and until tfacir 
9acce8toi» are ^oted and iquaMed> » • 

Beg. 4. No pwowof slutll be a mem-' 
ber> of the* House of .Bepresentsthres 
fdio shaJl not hare.attaiiied the age of 
twonty^one ^ears> be a iree whitaB' 
nude eitizen t>f ^ tlie United iStates^ and; 
shall liave ineett am intaabitaa^ of tlBiB> 
State one jearn^rpieeddong tais ielttp' 
ti6n^> and ab.itiie< tim^ <bff> his- elaetion 
shall haveJ had am^ actual retideneeiicvf' 
sixty days in the Ooanty, or Diatariet 
he may have beem ebosen to reppeamtv' 

SttCk 5; Benatoia shaU hethdeeaai 
for the term of f ouryears,' ifctithe siEUiie 
time aaid tplace ast BepfesentatxT^ ; 
tfac^ 8faall<'be :tw8nl{y-five:yefldv of fetge^ 
and possess the. i^wtifleatioAs : of » Jtep- 
reaentatlTes^ as ttf reafdeneeiand oiti* 
zenshdp. •• •• ■•••"-•:.: *i"- i- , m,--, 

^ 8ee> bellow, AnsleiM&at^^ills oft 1884, "p. Vfti} 
^ See below, Amendment of 1880, p. 105. 
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Sno.: 6. :The number of iSenaftetiB 
£ihaU not bis less than tone^third, not 
mori9 than.onls^alf the^ Bepiesentatbre 
body; .and shall be do classified by lot^ 
tbat one class, besngias nearlyi one 
haU as possUilia, shaU be '> fleeted' eveiy 
two years. Wken the nuknber ^f ^ena< 
tors is inereased, they shall be anneoced 
by lot to on^ or the ^ther of the two 
(dasses, so as to keep them as nelarly 
equal in numbers as. paraotioable^ 
' ' Bug. 7. Each house shall choose its 
own offifeers^ and judge of the qiialifi- 
cation, lelectlon/ and return of its o^n 
ntcoBberB* A contested eleetion^liall 
be'.defcermined in such manner as shall 
b# directed by lawj 

<%EC, 8. A majority of each . hotose 
sh^ constitute a quorum to: transact 
b^8ine88 ; but a i^ma^Uer < number may 
amount from day to day, and. may 
compel the attendance of absent; nieni' 
b^s ui^sueh. manner and under, such 
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pendlies 'i^ Bach > hasoat may' piavMie, 
Sep; • ^. ', Eaqh • lieiMBe; i^aUX sai iipoiK 
its ifmn adjoQminetitBy kiaep ai jourma2> 
of riiBl 'pxweedxagai and* > ^ubUsb > thq 
same; djoteraKiae/ its Tules of ptoceed*- 
iBgs^' pdnii^ members for tdisorderlj; 
behavior, and^* with^ ^tbti ediisent of 
twotthi3rd8|> expel a member^ but ikot & 
second time for <the sftmeL offenao; and 
shall (hairi^ ail other powers i nteessajy 
for a branch of the .General Assembttjt 
of.«:fzto:fuid ind^^tondfent Stltte< - 

t Sbc. - 10-. r. Every / member of thii 
Qencftil .Assembly .shall have..^he lib<' 
erty to dissent fromy or protests against 
any act op resolution which- he may 
tfaisda inj.nKi(wus to the p«rbHc, -or uft 
individual/' and hare the reasons' lot 
bis duiseikt entered' on the* journals;* 
and the yeas and nays of the members 
erf ei4du(v^ouse,>on aaly <|uestion, id^l, 
a&- ttiio! desifle /of> ahy . two membeirs 
^^reeenty. be entered on^the* journals. 



»T 



Sbo. 11. Senates and fiepfesesita- 
tiveS) in all cases, except treason, fel- 
onj) or breach af the peace,. shall be 
pnvileged from arrest during the ses- 
sion of the Qeneral Assembly, and in 
going to and i^tuming from the same. 

Sec. 12. When vacancies occur in 
either house, the Governor, or. the per- 
sen exercising the functions' of Gov- 
ernor, shall issue writs of ejection to^ 
fiH such Vacancies. 

Seo; 18^ The doors of each he(use> 
shall be open, exc^>t on such occa- 
sions, as, in th^ o|>inion of the house, 
may require secrecy. 

Bec. 14. Neither house shall, with- 
out the, consent 'of the other, adjourn 
for niovethan three days^^ nor to any 
other place than> that in^ which they 
may be sitting. / . 
• Sec. 15u BiUa may originste Ia 
either house, and may be amended> 
>lter^d, or rejected by tfae> other; and 
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every bill haTing passed both hiouseb, 
shaU be signed by tlie Speaker and 
Piiesident of their res^ctive houses.; 
Sbc. 16. Every bill which shall have 
passed the (General Assembly, shaU^ 
before it becomes a law, be pk«seiited 
to the Grovernor. If he apptiiOTe^ he 
shall sign it; but if not, he shall re- 
turn it with his objections, .to> the 
house in which it or^natedy which 
shall enter the same upon th^ir jour- 
nal, and proceed tore-consider) il;^ ify 
atfter such re*consideration^ it again, 
pass both houses, by yeas and nays, 
by a majority of two-thirds of the 
membei^ of each house, it shall be^ 
come a- law, notwithstanding the. Gov- 
ernor's objections. If any HU shall 
not be returned' within three, days aft- 
er it shall have be^u .presented io 
him, Sunday excepted, the same Eihall 
be a law in like manher^ as if he ihad 
s^^ed it, unless the- General Aesem- 
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turn. Any bill mibmitted ta the €h>V« 
enior lor his approval, during* ttie kusrt 
thce^ days of a seission of thid* Gensial 
Aiasdmbly^ shall/ be deposited ' bj JBOt 
is the- oti^ce of the Beoretavj^ of fixate, 
wa*hii»'*kwrty day^ after theAdjcfurxi- 
ment; with his approval,; if approved 
by him; and with his objections, if he 
disapprolves tl^reof. 

8Eic.:'17. No bill shall be paissed 
uDlesa by! the< assent' of a majority, of 
alL the members elected to each bruKsh 
of 'the General Assembly^ ai^dtbe qoea- 
tinm upoai the final passage riiall be 
taken immediately upon its last readr. 
ing; and the yeas and nays entered 
oQithe.^umal.r 

Beg^ 18. An abetiratie statement of 
the ^receipts .and expenditiltes of ; the 
jAiWe money shsUl ifoe attaehisd to iind 
pvbliflhed with the.laws^ at ievery reg- 
ular stosion <of' the. Geneiral Assemb^y^ 
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..I^c« 19i ' The Honse of Bepireseatrt 
atives shall have tlie sole power of 
irapeaehmenty' and all . impeaiehiB^its 
shall be tried bj the Senate; Wheii! 
sitting fot thai; pnspdse^ -the JEienatosa 
shall be up^oi oath* or affirmatioii;; 
and iDo; person ehall be ex>nvifited withn 
out the eohenrTeii^ oi two4kirds of 
the members present. /. 

Sbc* 20. The Governor, Judgies jit 
the Supreme and Distri^/Courtfe, and 
other State officers, shall be liable to 
impesbohi^etit for anj misdemeanor -^or 
malf^asanoe: in office ^.l)ut judgment in 
sudlr^ cases -shall extend > only to xe^ 
moval from office, and disqualifiectti^ 
to hold any -office of honnr, truiit; or 
profit^ imd&r this Sta^e^bntthe party) 
<tonyicted or acquitted^ shall nererthe^ 
le8» be liable to imdletment, trialy andr 
ponishnleat) aeeording 4o larw; AU 
othetrcivilr officers shall be triedi for 
misdemeaBoxB, And imalifeasaAcB' in ol^ 
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fiee, in such manner as the General 
Assembly ra»y pwJtide. :..-'■■ 

Seo. 21. iNo senator or repiesentar 
tive flhall^ during the time for which 
he Shan -haTe been elected^ be ap- 
pcnnted to any civil office of profit 
under this State^ Hvhich shall hkve 
been created^ or the emoluments of 
which shall have been increased dur- 
ing suxih termy exeept such offices as 
ifciay be* filled by elections by the 
people^ i ' . . 

'Sxc. 22i >No person holding any lot- 
ovative offijoe under the United States, 
or this Stiltej or any other power/ siJiU 
b&ieligible to ihold a seat in the Gen- 
eral Assembly: but offioes in the mill- 
tia> to which tiiekw is attached no an^ 
ntiM salary; or the office of justice of* 
the pbnoe, or postaiaster whoee eom^ 
j>e&satiom idoe6 not exeeed one hundred 
doUam per* anntna, or notary public, 
shall not be. deemed Sucratihre. 
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&BCi 23; No petsQB who may here- 
after be a eollector oriholder of pub^ 
liemoniesy sbaU' iiaVe a seat in either 
House of tke General Asseinblj, or be 
eligible to hold any office of trust ot 
profit in this StsLte, nntil iie shall have 
ancounted for sgnd paid into the treas* 
ury all siitais for.whieh he may be liable.^ 

8bo. 24. No m6ney shall be drawn 
from the treasury but in, eonseqnenoe 
of appropriations laade by iaw. : 

8Ea 25. Each member of' the fir^ 
General Assembly under .this Oonstiv 
thrtion, thaXl tetetvit Xkre^ dollajrs per 
diem while insessiotk; mid the further 
sum- of three. doHars for every twenty 
miles trayieledy in going to and Tetnm* 
ing from the plaee w^re suck session 
is held^ by the nearest) ttaveled rottte; 
after whidh they thall. reoeiye i^ujoh 
compiensittiion as idiaU b^ fixed by la:w ; 
but no General 'Assembiy shaJl ha;re 
power to incieate the compensation of 
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its'trw^ memberEU Axd • i^en <$ioiiV6iled 
in eixtra Bcissioii thej shlJl receive the 
same< mileage <and ^er diem eompmi^ 
sation, aH' > fixed hy law ' fotr the .JBgw- 
lar seERlioti^ and none othcir. : ' 
> B^Oi 26. No low ef the^Geneiral Ash 
sembly, passed at a tegulai? sesaion, of 
a publie nature; i^hall take effect natil 
the fourth daj of July next after ^he 
passage^ thereof; Lptptb passed at a 
special setoion,' shall take effect ninety 
da^s 4fter the adjournment of the 
General Assembly by which they were 
passed. If the General Aseembly shall 
deem any law of immediate impor* 
tance/ they may proVid^ that the same 
shall take effect by publication in 
newspapers in the State. 

Sec. 27. No cUvoree shall be grant- 
ed by the General Assembly. 

Seo. 28. No lottery shall be au- 
thorized by this State; nor shall the 
sale of lottery tickets be allowed. 
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. .Sse. <2d. Everj aot shall iambrluse 
but one subject^ «ad matters propMly 
eMmeeted tlierewith;' which eobj^et 
shall be expressed! in. the title. • But if 
any Aubjeot :riiall'*be'ieiBB(bnic6d la an 
act -which shall not be expsesied iil 
tlie title^ such ast sfaaU be void onljr 
aa.to so much thessof as abs^ not b^ 
expnessed in the title. t. : . 

Sbc: 80; The General Assembly 
sli^ not pass local or: special* laws > in 
the following cases: . .< ■ > 

Por the assessment and collection 
of taxes for State, Oountj, or voad 
purposes^ ^ 

For lading: out) opening, and- wosk- 
isg^ roads or highways; 

For changing the names pf persons; 

For the incorporation of cities and 
tewas; 

For vacating roads, town plats, 
streets, all^s, or pqbUc squares; 

For locating or - changing county 
seats. 
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' In all the callgee nbove emilinemted, 
and in* all ether clMes where a genearal 
law <$an be made applieal>le; all hasvs 
shall be general, and of tmifomi; oper> 
ataon throughKmt the State; and no 
law ehanging the boundary lines of 
any eountj shsUl have effeot ttntil 
upon being submitted to the people 
of the counties affected by the iehangC) 
at a general election) it shall be ap- 
proved by a majority of the votes in 
each county, cast for aud -against it. 
: Seg; 31. No extra compenBation 
shall be nOtde to. dny officer, pabUc 
agent, or contractor, after the serviee 
shall have been rendered, or the con- 
tract entered into; nor, ^lall any 
money be paid on any claim, the sub- 
ject matter of which shall net have 
been provided for by pre-existing 
laws,, and no public money or prop- 
erty shall be appropriated for loeal, 
or private purposes, unless such ap- 
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{>ropriation, compensation, or claun, 
be allowed by two-thirds of the mem- 
bers elected to eadi branch of the 
General Assembly. 

Sec. 32. Members of the General 
Assembly shall, before they enter up- 
on the duties of their respective of* 
ficeS) take and subscribe the following 
oath or affirmation: '^I do solemnly 
swear, or affirm, (as the case may be,) 
that I will support the Constitution 
of the United States, and the Con- 
stitution of the State of Iowa, and 
that I will faithfully discharge the 
duties of Senator, (or B^reeentative, 
as the ease may be,) according to tka 
best of my ability. '' And members 
of the General Assembly are hereby 
empowered to administer to each other 
the said oath or affirmation. 

Sec. 33. The (General Assembly 
shall, in the years One thousand ei^ht 
hundred and fifty nine, One thousand 
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eigbt hundred and sixty three, One 
thousaBd eight hundred and edxty 
five, One thousand eight hundred and 
sixty seven, One thousand €dgfat hun^ 
dred and sixty nine, and One thousand 
ei^t hundred and seventy five, and 
every ten years thereafter, cause an 
enumeration to be made of all the 
white i^ inhabitants of the State* 

Seo. 34. The number of senators 
fiiiall, at the next session following 
each period of making such enumera- 
tion, and the next session f ollcrvring 
each United States census, be fixed 
by law, and apportioned among the 
BtPfenX counties, according to the num^ 
ber of white 1 inhabitants in eaoh.2 

Sso. 35. The Seniate shall not con< 
sist of more than fifty members, nor 
the House of Representatives of more 
than one hundred; and they shail be 
l^portioned among the several couii' 

* Sm b«Iow, Amendments of 1868> p. 105. 

* See below, Amendments of 1904, p. 110. 
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tiea and Tepseasntalive diatricts of :the 
State, according to rthe Aumber of 
wkitei inhabitants ill eaeh^ upon . tw 
tios to be fixed by law; but bo repre- 
sentative district shall ' contain more 
than four organized. counties, and each 
district, shall . bei entitled , to at least 
one r^^xesentative* . Every county and 
district which shall have a number o£ 
inhabitants equal to oneihalf of the 
ratio fixed by- law, shall be entitled 
to one representative; and any one 
county containing in additiosi tot the 
ratio fixed by law, one hi^ ofi that 
number, or mote> shall be. entitled to 
one additional ^ representative. . No 
floating district shall hereafter be 
formed.2 

Sec. 36. At its first session under 
this Oonstitution, and at every sub- 
sequent regular session^ tiie Genera) 
Assembly shall ^ the ratio of repre* 

^ See belo;v7. Amendments of 1868, p.JL05. 
* S6e below, Amendments of 1904, p. 111. 
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sentation, and also fonn into repre- 
smitative <listriets those counties whidi 
will not be entitled sin^y to a repre- 
sentative.! 

8bg. 37. When a eongressional, sen- 
atorial, or representative distriet shall 
be composed of two or more counties, 
it shall not be entirely separated by 
any county belonging to another dis- 
trict; and no county shall be divided 
in forming a congressional, senatorial, 
or representative district. 

Sec. 38. In all elections by the 
General Assembly, the members there- 
of shall vote viva voce and the votes 
shall be entered on the journal. 

ARTICLE IV. 

SXBCUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 

Section 1. The Supreme Executive 
power of this State shall be vested 
in a Chief Magistrate, who shall be 

* See below, Amendments of 1904, p. 112. 
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styled the Governor of the State of 
Iowa. 

Sbo. 2. The GoTemor shall be eleet- 
ed by the qualified electors at the 
time and place of voting for m^nbers 
of the General Aflsembly^ and shall 
hold his offiee two years from the time 
of his installation, and until his suc- 
cessor is elected and qualified. 

Sec. 3. There shall be a Lieutenant 
Governor, who shall bold his offiee 
two years, and be elected at the same 
time as the Governor. In voting for 
Governor and Liieutenant Governor, 
the electors shall designate for whom- 
they v^te as Governor, and for whom 
as Lieutenant Governor. The r^urns 
of every election for Governor, and 
Lieutenant Governor^ shall be sealed 
up and transmitted to the seat of gov^ 
emment of the State, directed to the 
Speaker of the House of fiepresenta- 
tives, who shall open and pubiidi theoi 
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in the presence of both Housed of the 
General Assembly. 

Sec. 4; The persons respectively 
hof^g the highest number of votes 
for Governor and' Lieutenant Gov- 
etnor, shsll be declared duly elected; 
b«rt in case two or more persons shall 
have an equal and the higher number 
of votes for either office, the XSeneral 
Asgembly ishall, by joint vote> forth- 
with proceed to elect one of said per- 
sons Governor, or Lieutenant-Govern- 
or^ as the case may be. 

Sec. 5. ' Ck>ntested eleetu>ns for Gt>v- 
eraor, or I/ijsutenant Governor, shall 
be determined by the Gei^ral Assem-* 
bly in such manner as may be pre- 
i^ribed by law. 

: Sso. 6. No person shall be eligible 
to the office of Governor, or Liieuten- 
a&t Governor, who shall not have been 
a citizen of l^e United States, and a 
rasident of the State, two years next 
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prioeeding the eleetion, and attained 
the age of thirty years at the time of 
said election. 

ScG^ 7. The Governor shall be com- 
mander-in-chief of the militia, the 
army^ and navy of this Btate. 

Sbg. 8« He shall transact all exr 
ecutive business with the officers of 
government, civil and military, and 
may require information in writing 
from the officers of the executive de- 
partment upon any subject relating ta 
the duties of their respective offioes. 

Sbg. 9. He shall take care that the 
laws are faithfully executed. 

Sbg. 10. When any office ahall, 
from any cause, become vacant, and. 
no mode is provided by the Constitu- 
tion and laws for filling such vacancy, 
the Governor shall have power to fill 
such vacancy, by gxmiting a commis- 
sion, which shall expire at the end 
of the next session of the General As- 
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semblj) or at the next election by the 
people. 

Sec. 11. He may, on extraordinary 
occasions, convene the General Assem- 
bly by proclamation, and shall state 
to both Honses, when assembled, the 
purpose for which they shall have 
been convened. 

Sec. 12. He shall communicate, by 
message, to the General Assembly, at 
every regular session, the condition of 
the State, and recommend such mat- 
ters as he shall deem expedient. 

6ec. 13. In case of disagreement 
between the two Houses with respeet 
to the time of adjournment, the Gov- 
ernor shall have power to adjourn the 
General Assembly to such time as he 
may think proper; but no such ad- 
journment shall be beyond the time 
fixed for the regular meeting of the 
next General Assembly. 

Sec. 14. No person shall, while 
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holding any office und^r the authority 
of the United States^ or this State, 
execute the office of Governor, or Lieu- 
tenant Governor, except as hereinafter 
expressly provided. 

Sec. 15. The official term at the 
Governor, and Lieutenant Governor, 
shall commence on the second Mon-' 
day of January next after their elec- 
tion, and continue for two years, and 
until their successors are elected and. 
qualified. The Lieutenant Governor, 
while acting as Governor, shall re^ 
eeive the same pay as provided for 
Governor; and while presiding in the 
Senate, shall receive as compensation 
therefor, the same mileage and double 
the per diem pay provided for a Senar 
tor, and none other. 

Sec. 16. The Governor shall have 
power to grant reprieves, commuta- 
tions and pardons, after conviction, 
for all offenses except treason and 
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ciuses of impeactiment, subject to sueh 
regulations as maj be provided hy 
law. ' Upon convietion for treason^ he 
sfaaU have power to suspend the exe- 
cution of the sentence until the case 
shall be reported to the General As- 
sembly at its next meeting, when the 
General Assembly shall either grant a 
pardon, commute the sentence, direct 
the execution of the sentence, or grant 
a further reprieve. He shall have 
power to remit fines and forfeitures, 
under such regulations as may be pre« 
scribed by law; and shall report to 
the General Assembly, at its next 
meeting, each case of reprieve, com- 
mutation, or pardon granted, and the 
reason therefor; and aJso all persons 
in whose favor remission of fines and 
forfeitures shall have been made, and 
the several amounts remitted. 

Sec. 17. In case of the death, im- 
peachment, resignation, removal from 



56 



office/ or other disability of the Oov^ 
emor, the powers and duties of the 
office for the residme of the term, or 
until he shall be acquitted, or the dis- 
ability removed, shall devolve upoir 
the Lieutenant Governor. 

Sec. 18. The Lieutehant Governor 
shall be Prei»dent of the Senate, but 
sbaH only vote when the Senate is 
equally divided; and in ease of his 
absence, or impeachment, or when he 
shall exercise the office of Governor, 
the Senftte shall choose a President 
pro tempore. 

Sfcc. 19. If the Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor, while acting as Governor, shall 
be impeached, displaced, resign, or 
die, or otherwise become incapable of 
performing the duties of the office, the 
President pro tempore of the senate 
shall act as Gevemor until the vacancy 
is filled, or the disability removed; 
and if the President ' of the Senate, 
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for any of the above causes, i^iall be 
rendered incapable of performing the 
duties pertaining to the office of Oov- 
ernor, the dame shall devolve upon 
the Speaker of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

8ec. 20. There shall be a seal of 
this State, which shall be kept by the 
Governor, and used by him officially 
and shall be called the Great Seal of 
the State of Iowa. 

Sec. 21. All grants and commis- 
sions shall be in the name and by the 
authority of the people of the State 
of Iowa, sealed with the Great Seal of 
the State, signed by the Governor, 
and countersigned by the Secretary of 
Stat^. 

Sec. 22. A Secretary of State, Au- 
ditor of State, and Treasurer of State, 
shall be elected by the qualified elec- 
tors, who shall continue in office two 
years, and until their successors lire 



58 



eleeted and qualified; and perform 
such duties as may be required by 
law. 

ABTICLE V. 

JUDICIAL DEPARTMENT. 

Section 1. The Judicial power 
shall be vested in a Supreme Court, 
District Courts, and such other Courts, 
inferior to the Supreme Court, as the 
General Assembly may, from time to 
time, establish. 

Sec. 2. The Supreme Court shall 
consist of three Judges, two of whom 
shall constitute a quorum to hold 
Court. 

Sec. 3. The Judges of the Supreme 
Court shall be elected by the qualified 
electors of the State, and shall hold 
their Court at such time and place as 
the General Assembly may prescribe; 
The Judges of the Supreme Court so 
elected, shall be classified so that one 
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Judge shall. go out of office every tito 
years ; asd the Judge, holding the 
shortest term of offiee under suoh 
classification, shall be Chief Justice 
of the Court, during his term, and so 
on in rotation. After the expiration 
of ; their te£Bis of office, under -such 
claisification, the i;erm of each Judge 
of the Supreme Court shall be six 
yearS) and until his suiecessoF shall 
hav« been, elected and qualified. . The 
Judges of the Supreme Court shall be 
indigiMe to amy other office in the 
State, dumng the term for lyhich they 
shaH have been elected. 

Sec. 4. The Supreme Court shall 
have appellate jurisdiction only in 
eases in chancery^ and shall constitute 
a Court for; the cozreation* of errors at 
law, under soeh restrictions as the 
General Assembly mi^, by laiw, p^ne* 
scribe; and shall have power to issue 
all writs and-prtoeess neceeaary t<i se-* 
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cure justice to parties, and exercise 
a supeirisorj control over all inferi^ 
or Judicial tribunals thrQughoui the 
State. 

Sec. 5. The District Court rfiali 
consist of a single Judge, who shall 
be elected by the qualified electors of 
the IMstriet in which he resides. The 
Judge of the District Court shall hold 
his office for the term of four years, 
and until his sueciessor shall have 
been elected and qualified; and shall 
be ineligible to any other office^ ex- 
cept that of Judge of the Suprewe 
Court, during the term for which he 
was elected. 

Seo. 6. The District Court shall be 
a court of law and equity, which shall 
be distinct and separate jurisdictions^ 
and have jurisdiction in ciyil and 
eriminal matters arising in their re- 
spective districts, in such manner as 
shall be prescribed by law. 
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Sec. 7. The Judges of the Supreme 
and District Courts shall be conserva- 
tors of the peace throughout the State. 

Sec. 8. The style of all process 
shall be, **The State of Iowa/* and 
all prosecutions shall be conducted in 
the name and by the authority of the 
same. 

Sec. 9. The salary of each Judge 
of the Supreme Court shall be two 
thousand dollars per annum; and that 
of each District Judge, one thousand 
six hundred dollars per annum^ until 
the year Sixteen hundred and Sixty; 
after which time they shall severally 
receive such compensation as the Gieii- 
eral Assembly may, by law, prescribe; 
which compensation shall not be in- 
creased or diminished during the term 
for which they shall have been elected. 

Sbc. 10. The State shall be divided 
into eleven Judicial Districts ; and af- 
ter the year Ei^teen hundred and 
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sixty, the General Assembly miay re* 
organize the Judicial Districts and in- 
crease or diminish the number of Dis- 
tricts, or the liumber of Judges of the 
said Ckmrt, and may increase the num- 
ber of Judges of the Supreme Court ; 
but such increase or diminution shall 
not be more than one District, or one 
Judge of either Court, at any one ses- 
sion; and no re-organization of the 
ditstriets, or diminution of the num- 
ber of Judges, shall have the effect of 
removing a Judge from office. Such 
re-organization of the districts, or 
any change in the boundaries there- 
of, or in<*rease or diminu-^ion of the 
number of Judges, shall take pla^e 
every four years thereafter, if neces^ 
sary, and at no other time.i 

8ec. 11. The Judges of the Su- 
preme and District Courts shall be 
chosen at the general election; and 

* See below, Amendment* of 1884, p. 106. 
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the term of office of eaoh< Ju^e shall 
commenee on the $rst day of January 
next, after his election* 

Sua 12. T?he, G<^pi9ral: Assembly 
shall provide^ by law, ^or. the election 
of an Attorney General by the people, 
whose term of office shall be two 
years^ and until his< successor shall 
have beeui elected and qualified. 

Sec. 1,3. The qualified, electors of 
each: judicial district shall, at the 
time of the elecMpn of District Judged, 
elect a District, Attorney, who shaU 
be a resident of the* dist^riot for whjlch 
he is elected^ and who shall hold his 
office for the term of four years, and 
until hia successor shall have been 
elected and qualified-^ 

Sec. 14* It shall be the duty of the 
General Assembly to provide for the 
oarryiog into effect of . this article, 
and to provide for a general system 

^ See below, Amendments of 1894, p. 107. 
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of prsctiee in all the Courts of this 
State.' 

ARTICLE VI. 

Section 1. The militia of this 
State shall be composed of all able- 
bodied white ! male citizens, betneea 
the ages of eighteen and fart;-five 
years, eioept such as are or may here- 
after be exempt by the la'na of the 
XJuited States, or of this State, and 
shall be armed, equipped, and trained, 
aa the General Asaemblj maj provide 

8ec. 3. No person 
acientiouslj scrupuloi 
arms shall be compelle 
duty in time of peace 
such person or persoi 
equivalent for such er. 
same matiiier aa othei 

.'See below, Amendmenta of 1884, p. lOB. 
' Bee belon, Amendments ot 1S6S, p, lOS. 



8eo. 3. All eommissioned' officers 
of the militia, (staff officers excepted), 
shall be elected "by the persons liable 
to perform military duty, and shall be 
commissioned by the Governor. 

ARTICLE VII. 

STATE DEBTS. 

Section 1. The credit of the State 
shall not, in any manner, be given or 
loaned to, or in aid of, any individual, 
association^ or corporation; and the 
State shall never assume, or become 
responsible for, the debts or liabilities 
of any individual, association, or cor- 
poration, unless incurred in time of 
war for the benefit of the State. 

Sec. 2. The State may contract 
debts to supply casual deficits or fail- 
ures in revenues, or to meet expenses 
not otherwise provided for; but the 
aggi^^gate amount of such debts, di- 
rect and contingent, whether contract- 
ed 



ed by viitiie of one or more acts of 
the General AssemWy, or at different 
periods of time, shall never exceed 
the sum of two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars; and the money aris- 
ing from the creation of such debts, 
shall be applied to the purpose for 
which it was obtained, or to repay 
the debts so contracted, and to no 
other purpose whatever. 

SBa 3. AH losses to the permanent, 
School, or University fund of this 
State, which shall have been occa- 
sioned by the defalcation, mismanage* 
raent or fraud of the agents or officers 
controlling and managing the same^ 
shall be audited by the proper author- 
ities of the State. The amount so 
audited shall be a permanent funded 
debt against the State, in favor of the 
respective fund, sustaining the loss, 
upon which noit less than six per cent, 
annual interest shall be paid. The 
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amount of liability so crested shall 
not be counted as a part i of the in- 
debtednesB authoiized by the second 
section of this article. 

Sec. 4v In addition to the aibove 
limited power to contract debts, the 
stacte may contract debts to repel in- 
vasion, suppress insurrection, or de- 
fend the StatlB in war; but the money 
arising from the debts so contracted 
shall be applied to the purpose for 
which it was raised, or to repay sUch 
debts, and to no other purpose what- 
ever, ; 

8fiC. 5. Except the debts herein- 
before specified in this article, no debt 
shall be hereafter contracted by, or o& 
behalf of this: State, unless such debt 
shall be authorized by some law for 
some- single work or object, to be dis- 
tinctly specified therein ; and such law 
shall hnpose and provide f<^r the col- 
lection of a direct aniHtal tax, gufii- 
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deivt to psayithe* interest* on saet debtj 
as it falls due, and also to^ piiy and 
diseliarl^ the pritieipal od? sTieli debty 
wii^on twenty years from tlie^time of 
tlie eoatraotingt thei^f; but nx^ 0tuih 
law ^hall take etf^efft'utitil at a gen- 
eral eleetion it shall hiave beeii sivb-^ 
netted to the people^ smA ^have r^ceivied 
a nnajbrity of all the' voies cast for 
and againdt it at 6ueh eleetion; and 
all money raibed by awthority of Bueh' 
law, «hall be applied d«ly to the epe- 
crfic object theeein* stated, wr ta iA» 
payment of the debt crestted thejfOby;! 
and sUch law iriiaUibe published in at 
least one new»j*aper ih each Oounlg^, 
if one ig published therein, through-i 
out the State, fc^ tljT^ months pre- 
ceding the election at which it is sub- 
mitted to the people. 

Sec. 6. The'Iid^ii^atuire iftay, at 
any tinie, ai^ter'thte approval of such 
Ism by the people, if ho debt shall 
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have boctn ^ontiwreted lin puimianee 
thereof, repeal the same; and may, at 
any timey forbid the contraei^iitg of 
any further debt, or liability; under 
such lam; but the tax imposed by 
such law,, in proportion to the d^t or 
liability, which may have been con- 
tracted in pursuance thereof^ shall t^ 
main in force and be irrepealable^ and 
be annually collected, until the pria- 
dpal and interest are fully paid. 

vSca 7. Every law which imposes, 
continues, or revives a tax, shall dis- 
tiikCtly state the tax, and the objeet to 
which it is to be applied; and it shall 
uot be sufficient to refer to any other 
law to fix such tax or object. 

ARi'iCLE vnr. 

CORPORATIONS. 

Section 1. No corporation shall be 
created by special laws; but the Gen- 
eral Assembly shall provide, by gen- 
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oral lawgy f or the oigaoisatjuoa of all 
eorporatioBs hereafter to be ore^ed,. 
exeept as heremafter provided. 

Sec* 2* The property of aU cor- 
porations for peeuniary , profit, shall 
be subtject to taxation^ the same as 
that of individuals* 

Sec. 3. The State shall not beeowe 
a stockholder in any corporation^ nor 
shall it assume or pay the debt or lia^. 
bility of any eorpoication, unless in- 
curred in time of war. f oar thie benefit 
of the state. 

Sec. 4). No political or nmnieipal 
corporation shall became a stoiokholder 
in any banldng corporation, directly 
or indirectly. 

Sec. 5. No act of the General As- 
sembly, authorizing or creating cor- 
porations or associations with banking 
powers, Aor amendments thereto shall 
take effect, or in any manner be in 
force, until the same shall have been 
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submitted', sepamtely- to the |>eople, 
at- a general ' or %ee^al efleclioto, as 
provided -by l»w, td' be held aot lew 
than thre^ months after the pasdftge 
6t ' the act, : and i^all have been ap- 
proved by a'majority !of 'allth^ elec- 
tors voting for and against it at such 
election. , j- 

8eg. 6. Subject to the provisions 
of the foregoing section, the General 
Assembly may ' afeo provide for the 
eStablishMifent of a State Bank with 
branches. 

Sbc: =7. if a State Baiik be estab- 
lished, it shall be founded on an ac- 
tual specie basis,' and the branches 
shall be mutually responsible for each 
otlier^s liabilities upon all notes, bills, 
and othef issues intended- for circula- 
tion as money; 

Sec: 8. If a general Banking law 
shall be enacted, it shall provide ifer 
the ' registry and countersigning, by 
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an officer of Stttte^ of all WAb^ or pa* 
per credit designed to eircalate as 
money, and require security to the full 
aimoant thereof, to be deposited with 
the State Treasurer, in United States 
stocks, or in interest paying stocks of 
states in good credit and standing, to 
be rated at ten per centi below theit 
average value in the City of New 
Yoik, for the thirty days next precede 
ing their deposit; and in 6ase of a 
depreciation of any portion of said 
stocks, to the amount of ten per cent, 
on the dollar, the bank or banks own-» 
ing such stock shall be required to 
make up said deficiency by depositing 
additional stocks^ and said law shall 
also, provide f&r the recording of the 
names of all stockholders in such cor-* 
porations, the amount of otook held 
by each, the tim^ of any transfer, and 
to whom. 

Sic€. &. Every stockholder in a bank^ 
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ing corporation or institution shall be 
individuallj responsibie and liable to 
its cJcditors, over and above the 
amount of stock bj him or her held^ 
to an amount equal to his or her re- 
spective shares so held for all of its 
liabilities^ accruing while he or she re- 
mai3)s such stockholder. 

Sec. 10. In case of the insolvency 
Off any banking institution^ the bill- 
holders shall have a preference over 
its other creditors. 

Sec. 11. The suspension of specie 
payments by banking institutions shall 
never be permitted or sanctioned. 

Sec. 12. Subject to the provisions 
<yi this article, the General Assembly 
shall have power to amend or repeal 
all laws for the organization or cre- 
ation of eorporations, or grantiitg of 
special or exclusive privileges or im- 
munities, by a vote of two-thirds of 
each branch of the General Assembly; 
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and DO exelttsive privileges, except as 
in this article provided, shall ever be 
granted. 

ARTICLE IX. 

EDUCATION AND SCHOOI^ LANDS. 

1st. Education. 

Section 1. The educational inter- 
est of the State, including Ck>mmon 
Schools and other educational institu- 
tions, shall be under the manag^nent 
of a Board of Education, which shall 
consist of the Li^itenant Governor, 
who shall be the presiding officer of 
tiie Board, and have the casting vote 
in ease of a tie, and one member to 
be elected from each judicial district 
in the State. 

Sec. 2, No person shall be eligible 
as a member of said Board who i^all 
not have attained the age of twenty- 
^▼e years, and shaH have been on& 
year a citizen of the State. 
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. Sb^. 3. One member of said Board 
6hall be cliosen by the qualified, elec- 
tors of each district, and shall hold 
the office for the, term of four years, 
and until his successor is elected and 
qualified. After the first election un- 
der this Constitution, the Board shall 
be divided) as nearly as practicable, 
into trf equal classes, and the seat» 
of the first class shall be vacated af- 
ter the expiration of two years; and 
one>half of the Board shall be ohosem 
every two years thereafter. 

Sec. 4. The first session of tiie 
Board of Education shall be held at 
the Seat -of Government, on the first 
Monday of December, after their elec- 
tion; after which the General Assem- 
bly may fix the time and place of 
meeting. 

Seo. 5. The session of the Board 
shall be limited to twenty days, and 
but one session: shall be held in any 
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QHe year, except upoasi extraordinary 
occaaions^ when, upon the recommen- 
dation of two-thirds o£ th0 Boards the 
Governor may order a special session. 

Sec. 6. The Board of Ed^ation 
shall appoint a Secretary, who shall 
he the executive (Officer of the Boards 
and perform such dirties as may be 
imposed upon him hj the Board, and 
the laws of the state^ They shall 
keep a journal of their proceedings, 
which shall bie published and . distrib- 
uted in the same manner as the jour- 
nals of t^e Gecneral Assembly^ 

Sec. 7. All rales and regulations 
made by the Board shall be pubiiahed 
and distributed to the several Coun- 
ties, Townships, and School Districts, 
KB may be provided for by the Board, 
and when so made^ published and diB- 
tributed, they shall have the force 
and effect of law. 

Sec. 8. The Board of Education 
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shall have full power and authority to 
legislate and make all needful rules 
and regulations in relation to Com- 
mon Schools, and other educational 
institutions, that are instituted, to re- 
ceive aid from the School or Univer- 
sity fund of this state; but all acts, 
rules, and regulations of said Board 
may be altered, amended, or repealed 
by the General Assembly ; and when 
so altered, amended, or repealed they 
shall not be re-enacted by the Board 
of Education. 

Sec. 9. The Governor of the State 
shall be, ex offlcio, sl member of said 
Board. 

Sec. 10. The Board shall' have no 
power to levy taxes, or make appro- 
priations of money. Their contingent 
expenses shall be provided for by the 
General Assembly. 

Sec. 11. The State University shall 
be established at one place without 
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brane(h6s at any -other place, aiid the 
Univ^rsitf fund shiOl be applied to^ 
that Instttntion and no other* 

Sec. 12. The Board of Education 
shall provide for the education of all 
the youths of the ' State, through a 
syBtekn Of Gomm^n Schools, and such 
schools shall be organised and kept in 
each sehodl disttriet at least three 
months in each year. Any district 
failing, fetr two eonse^itiVe years, to 
organieo' and k^ep up a school as 
aforesaid nm^ be deprived of their 
portion of the school fund. 

Sb€. 13. The members of the Board 
of Education ^ali each receive the 
same per diem during the time of 
their session, and mileage going to 
and returning therefrojn, as members 
of the General Assembly. 

S|)p. 14. A majority of the Bpard 
shall constitute a quorum for the 
transaction of business; but no rule, 
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r^gulatipn, ojr Jaw,'for the government 
of CJommoji Schools Ost other edueai 
tional institutions^ shall pass without 
the concurrence of a majority of all 
the members of the Board, whieh shall 
be expressed by the yeas ab4 nays on 
the final passage* The styles of all 
a«ts of the Boiurd shall be^ ''Be it 
enacted by. the Board of. EducatioiK of 
the State of Iowa.'' 

Sbc. 15. At any time after the yeaj? 
One thousand eight, hundred and 
sixty-three, the General Assembly shall 
have potwer to aboUsh 0x7 reorganize 
said Board of Education^ and provide 
for the educational interest of > the 
State in any other manner that to 
them sb^kU seem best and paroper.i , 

* The Board of . Education was abolished 
by the Tenth Qenefai Asgeiftbisr hi 1864v 
since which date the educa^tional intjerests 
Of the State hare been provided for by 
stAtute* , law. 
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2iid. School Funds and School X^tnds. 

SiBCTiQV 1. Th@ educational and 
school fj^nds and lands, shall be under 
the control and management of the 
General Assembly of this state, 

Seo* 2. The University lands, and 
the proceeds thereof^ and all monies 
belonging to said fund shall be a per-, 
manent fund for the sole use of the 
State University. Th^t interest arising, 
from the same shall be annually ap- 
propriated for the aupport and benefit 
of said University. u 

Sec. 3. The General Assembly shall 
encourage, by all suitable means, the 
promotion of intelieetual, scientific, 
moral, and agricultural improvement. 
The proceeds o{ all lands that have 
been, or.hereaft^f m^y be, granted by 
the United States to this State, for 
the wipport of schools, which may 
have been, or shall hereafter be sold, 
or disposed of, and the five hundred 
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thousand acres of land granted to the 
new States^ under an act of Congress, 
distributing the proceeds of the pub- 
lic lands among the several States of 
the Union, approved in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and forty-one, and all estates of de- 
ceased persons who may have died 
without leaving a will or heir, and al- 
so such per cent, as has been or may 
hereafter be granted by Congress, on 
the sale of lands in this State, shall 
be, and remain a perpetual fund, the 
interest of which, together with all 
rents of the unsold lands, and such 
other means as the General Assembly 
may provide, shall be inviolably ap- 
propriated to the support of Common 
schools throughout the State. 

Sec. 4. The money which may have 
been or shall be paid by persons as 
an equivalent for exemption from mil- 
itary duty, and the clear proceeds of 
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aU fiaes eoUeeted in the several eorni' 
tJBfl for any bieacli of the penal laws, 
shall be exclusively applied, in the 
several Cqunties in which such money 
is paid, or fine collected^ among the 
several school districts of said Coun- 
ties, in proportion to the number of 
youths subject to enumeration in such 
districts, to the support of Common 
schools, or the establishment of li- 
braries, as the Board of Education 
shaU, from time to time provide. 

Sicc. 5. The General Assembly shall 
take measures for the protection, im- 
provement, or other di^>08ition of 
such lands as have been, or may here- 
after be reserved, or granted by the 
United States, or any person or per- 
sons, to this State, for the use of the 
University, and the fujods accruing 
from the rents or sale of such lands, 
or from any other source for the pur- 
pose aforesaid, shall be, and remain, a 
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permanent fund, the interest of -vrhi^h 
shall be applied to the support of said 
University, for the promotion of liter- 
ature, the arts and sciences, as may 
be authorized by the terms of snicfa 
grant. And it shall be the duty of 
the General Assembly as soon as may 
be, to provide effectual means for the 
improvement and permanent security 
of the funds of said University. 

Sec. 6. The financial agents of the 
school funds shall be the same, that 
by law, receive and control the State 
and county revenue for other civil pur- 
poses, Under such regulations as may 
be provided by law. 

Sec. 7. The money subject to the 
support and maintenance' of common 
schools shall be distributed to the dis- 
tricts in proportion to the number of 
youths, between the ages of five and 
twetity-one years, in such manner as 
may be provided by the General As- 

mbly. 
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ARTICLE X. 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION. 

SftcnoN 1. Any amendment or 
amendments to this Constitution may 
be proposed in either House of the 
General Assembly; and if the same 
shall be agreed to by a majority of 
the members elected to each of the 
two Houses, such proposed amend- 
ment shall be entered on their jour- 
nals, with the yeas and nays taken 
thereon, and referred to the Legis- 
lature to be chosen at the next general 
election, arid shall be published, as 
provided "by law, for three months 
previous to the time of making such 
choice; and if, in the General Assem- 
bly so next chosen as aforesaid, such 
proposed amendment or amendments 
shall be agreed to, by a majority of 
all the members elected to each House, 
then it shall be the duty of the Gen- 
eral Assembly to submit such proposed 
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amendment or amendvnciiits to the peo- 
ple^ in such manner, and at such time 
as the General Assembly shall pro- 
vide; and if the people jshaU approve 
and ratify such amendment or amend: 
ments, by a majority of the electprs 
qualified to vote for members of the 
General Assembly, voting thereon, 
such amendment or amendments shall 
become a part of the Constitution of 
this State. 

Sec. 2. If two or more amendments 
shall be submitted at the same time, 
they shall be submitted in such man- 
ner that the electors shall vote for or 
against each of such amendments 
separately. 

Sec. 3. At the general election to 
be held in the year one thousand eight 
hundred and seventy, and in each 
tenth year thereafter, and also at 
such times as the General Assembly 
may, by law, provide, the question, 
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^' Shall there be a Oodiyeiitioii to re- 
vise the Constitution^ and amend the 
samef '^ shall be decided by the €l^- 
tors qualified to vqte ^or member of 
the General Assembly; and in case a 
majority, of th^ eleators so- qualified, 
voting at such election, f oi: and against 
such proposition, shaU decide i^ f ayor 
of a Convention for such purpose^ the 
General Assembly, at its next session, 
shall provide by law for the election 
of delegates to such Convention. 

ARTICLE XI. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Section 1. The jurisdiction of Jus- 
tices of the Peace shall extend to all 
civil cases, (except cases in chancery, 
and cases where the que9tioi} of title 
to real estate may arise,) where the 
amount in controversy does not ex- 
ceed one hundred dollar?} and by the 
consent of parties may be extended to 
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any 'amount not 6xfeeeding three hun- 
dred dollars. 

Sic. 2. No new County shall be 
hereafter created eontftining loss than 
four huiidred and thirty-two square 
miles; nor shall the territory of any 
organised county be reduced below 
that afea; except the County of 
WortTi, and tte counties west of it, 
along the Northerti boundary of this 
State, may bie organized without ad- 
ditional territory. 

Sec. 3. No county, or other politi- 
cal or municipal corporation shall be 
allowed to become indebted in any 
m&nnety or for any purpose, to an 
amount, in the aggregate, exceeding 
five per centum on the value of the 
taxable property within such county 
or corporation- — to be ascertained by 
the last State and county tax lists, 
previous to thie incurring of such in- 
debtedness. 
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8bc. 4. the boundaries of the Btate 
may be enlarged^ with the eonaent of 
Congress and the General Assembly. 

Sbc. 5. Every' person elected or 
appointed to any office^ shall, before 
entering upon the duties thereof, take 
an oath or affirmation to support the 
Constitution of the United States, and 
of this State, and also an oath of 
office. ' 

Sec. 6. In all eases of elections to 
fill vacancies in office occurring be- 
fore the expiration of a full term, the 
person so elected shall hold for the 
residue of the unexpired term; and 
all persons appointed to fill vacancies 
in office, shall hold until the next gen- 
erisil election, and until their successors 
are elected and qualified. 

Sec. 7. The General Assembly shall 
not locate any of the public ' lands, 
which have been, or may be granted 
by Congress to this State, and the lo- 

8d 



<!^iQii of whieh mfty l?e given to the 
General Assembly, upon landa actually 
settled, without the consent of the oc-^ 
eupant. • The extent of the claim of 
SDch occupant, so exempted, shall not 
exceed three hundred and twenty acres. 
Seo. S. The seat of Government is 
heireby permanently established, as 
BOW fixed by law, at the -City of Des 
Moines, in the County of Polk; and 
the State University at Iowa City, in 
the County of Johnson. 

ARTICLE XII. 

SCHEDULE. 

Section 1. This Constitution shall 
be the supreme law of the State, and 
any law ineoi^sistent therewith, shall 
be void. The General Assembly shall 
pass all laws necessary to carry this 
Constitution into effect. 

Sec. 2. All laws now in force and 
not inconsistent with this Constitu- 
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tion, shall remain in force until they 
shall expire or be repealed. 

Sec. 3. All indictments, prosecu- 
tions, suits, pleas, plaints, process, 
and other proceedings pending in any 
of the courts, shall be prosecuted t<y 
final judgment and execution; and 
all appeals, writs of error, certiorari, 
and injunctions, shall be carried on in 
the several courts, in the same man- 
ner as now provided by law; and al^ 
offenses, misdemeanors, and crimes' 
that may have been committed before 
the taking effect of this Constitution, 
shall be subject to indictment, trial 
and punishment, in the same manner 
as they would have been, had not this 
Constitution been made. 

Sec. 4. All fines, penalties, or for- 
feitures due, or to become due, or ac- 
cruing to the State, or to any Connty 
therein, or to the school fund, shall 
inure to the State, county, or school 
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fund; ii^ the manner prescribed by 
law. 

Sko, 5. AJl bonds executed to the 
State, or to any officer in hia official 
eapacityy shall remain in force and 
inure to the use, of those concerned. 

Sec. 6. The first election under this 
(^institution ahall be held on the sec- 
ond Tuesday, in October, in the year 
Ctaj? thousand, eight hundred and fif ty- 
seyen, at wteich time the eleetor^ of 
thO: State shall elect the Governor and, 
Ltientenantc Goyernor, There shall also 
l?e elected at .such eleotion,_ the suc- 
oefisors 0^ such State Senators as were 
elected at the August election, u^ the 
year One tshousand eight hundred and 
fifty-four, and members, of the House 
of Bepresentatives, who shall be elect- 
ed in aecoardance with the .act of ap- 
portionment, enacted at- the session of 
the General Assembly .which com- 
menced on the first Monday of De- 
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eember^.One tliousi^id eight bundri^d, 
and :fifty-jBix. - , : 

Sec. 7* The ^st election tor Secre- 
tary, Auditor, amd Treaauror of State,; 
Attorney General, District Judges, 
Members of the 3oard of Education, 
District Attorneys, Members of . CSon-. 
gress and such State officers as shall 
be elected at the Aprilelect jx)n^ in the 
year One i^ous(^n4 eaght hundred and 
fifty-seven, (except the ^upe^^ntend-. 
ent of Public Instruction,) and such, 
county officers as were elected at the, 
August elation, in the year , One 
thousand eight hundred ^nd fiftyri^., 
except Prosecuting Attorneys, shall) 
be held on the second Tuesds^y of; 
October, one thopsf^nd eight hundred' 
and fifty-eight: Provided, That thft 
time for which any District Judge or 
other State or County officer elected 
at the AprU election in the year One 
thousand eight, hund^ and fifty- 
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eight, shall not e^xt^d beyond the 
time fixed for filling lik^ offices at 
the October election in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and fifty- 
eight. 

Sue. 8. The first election' for Judges 
of the Supreme Court, and such Oouii- 
ty offiicers as shall be elected at the 
August Section, in the year one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-seven, 
shall be held on the second Tuesday 
of October, in the year One thousand 
eight hundred and fifty -nine; 

Sfcc. 9, The finit regular session of 
the General Assfembly shall be held in 
the year One tliousand eight hundred 
and fifty-eight, commencing on the 
second Monday of Januairy of said 
year. 

Skc. 10. Senatdts elected at the 
August election, in the year one thou- 
sand ei^t hundred and fifty-six, shall 
continue in ofllce until the second 
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Tuesdaj oi October, m Xh» year one 
tlioiisaiid eight buBdared And filty-niae^ 
at wioch time their aueeeesors shall be 
elected as may be , pdreeeribed by law« 

fitec. 11. Every, peraon elected by 
popoliyr vote, by a vote of the General 
Aseembly, or who may hold, office by 
executive appointment, which office 
is eoatinned by this; Constitution, and 
every person .who shaU be, 90 elected 
or appointed;, to aufy such office> bor 
fore the taking effect of thisOonstitviT 
tion, (except as in this CoAStitutio^ 
otherwise provided^i) shall contini^e 
in offiice until the term for whij^h such 
person has been or may be elected 
or a{>pointed shall expire; but no 
SQch person shall continue in office 
after the taking e£toct of this Consti* 
tution, for a longet period than the 
term of such office, in this Constitu* 
tion prescribed* 

Sea 12, The General Assembly, at 
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th^ first sessicm undefthiB Oonstitu- 
tldn, akAll diitriiJfr the St Ate intx> 
eleven Jtidieial I>iigtipi<its, fot IMstrict 
06UTt puk»pose8$ fetd shstll a1s0 j^rovide 
for the Appo^bntamt' of the members 
tft 'the ' Gebei^al Assembly in aceofd* 
ance -^th the piwvisiiDiis yyf this Oorf- 
StitutioA. ' ' . 

' SeO. 18. This' GMifttitutioJi shall be 
submitted to the ^lefctbts of the IState 
at the Au^st dleeth)ii, in the yeKw 
one thousand eight htrndred and fifty- 
seven^ iri the several election districts 
iii this State. The ballots at such 
election shall be written oi printed as 
follows: 'Those in favor of the Con^ 
Stitufcion, "New Constitutitin — ¥es.:" 
Those SEtgainst the- Constitution, f * New 
Constitutibh ^' 'Kb.-' ' The election 
shall be conducted in the same manner 
as the general elections of the Stat^, 
and the poll-books shall' be' returned 
and cativassed as provided in-the twen- 
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tj-fiftk chapter <yf> the ^ode, AAd %h- 
fltraetB shall be forwwrded^to tlie (9«<^- 
rdtury of State, whi«h aibBtracfts dhoU 
be caiiirassed in the manner {yrov^ided 
fot the canvascr of States dfficiidrs. An4 
if it shall appear tkat a majDr^y^ of 
all the votes ^jast at jfeieh' election fe» 
and against this Oobstitutii^n are in 
favor of the same, th6 C^ovembr shall 
immediately isB^ae bis proolamaitioh 
stoting that fact, aad such Gobstitti'> 
tion shall be the Co»iltitiiti6n^ of the 
State of loTTa, and shall take efte<^t 
from ahd aifter- the publieation of 
said proclamation. 

Sec. 14. At the same election that 
this Constitution is submitted to the 
people fot its adoption :or rejection, a 
proposition to amedd the same by 
striking out the word" "white" from 
th^ article on the Bilglit of Suffrage, 
shall be separately submitted to the 
electors of this State for adoption or 
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i^jecition ui the maaner lollowiag — 
Niwieiy: A s»]^arate bftllot may be 
given by every person havuig a right to 
vote at saideleetion, to be deposited in 
a separate boix; And.tboae given fo? 
the adoption of sueh proposition shall '^ 
have the words, ** Shall the woofd ^ 

* White' be stricken out of t^ Arti' 
de on the Bight, of Suffrage ? Yes. ' ' 
And those given against the proposi- 
tion shall have : the words, ** Shall the 
word 'White' be stricken out of the 
Artiele on tha Right of Suffrages! 
No. ', ' And if at- said: election the 
number of ballots cast in favor of 
said proposition «hail be eqi^al to a 
majority of those east for and agajinst 
this Cotistitution, t^n said wxwrd 

* f White ' ' i^all be stricken from. &sM 
Article and be no part thereof»i 

Sjea 15i Until otherwise directed 

* This proposition was voted down by a 
large taajority. 
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\^ law, thd Cotmtf of MillB ftlkall be 
in and a part of the mxtrh JudleiAl 
District of this State. 

[Sec. 16.] 1 
Done in Convention at Iowa CStyj. "this 
fifth day of March in the' year ^f 
our Lord One thousand eight hnn^ 
dtred and fifty-seven, and bf the In* 
• dependence of the United States of 
America, the eighty-first. 
In testimony whCTeof we have here- 
nnto subscribed our names: 
Timothy Day H. B. Oibson 

8. G. Winchester Thomas Seely 
David Bunker A. H. Marvin 
D. P. Palmer J. H. Emerson 

Geo. W. Ells K. L. B. Clarke 

J. O. Han ' JaMes A. Toung 

John H. Peters D. H. Solomon 
Wm. A. Warren M. W. Robinson 
H. W. Gray Lewis Todhnnter 

Robt. Gower John Edward* 

* See below, Amendments of 1904, p. 107. 
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Amos Harris Wm» Patterson :c 

Jno. T. Clark D. W. Priee 
S.iAyree Alpbeus Scott < 

Earyoy J.iSkiff / G^rge GUlaspy 
Jn A. Pa^^i^ Jldward ^Toh^istQii 
Wj Pean, Clarke Aylett K^ Cottw^ 
,, Francis .^MNaKBi . 

, , r Presi^^nt. 

Attest;-— Taj J, SAUNPi^gi, 

Secretary. 
f B. JJf. (Bates, Asst. Secwt^MT* 

.. Uf) . M l i *— . 1- 
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W^i^ASf an t instrument known , aa 
the M^^ew ,Cons3tit|ition of ih9 Stat^ 
of Iowa'- adppted by the; constitn- 
tionaJ .coii^ntipn pf sai4 State on .the 
fifth 4ay!, Off Maarch A. D, 1857 wap 
submi^te^^ . to , th^ . .qualified oli^c^ra^ . o^ 
said State at the annual election held 



1S^7 fyy tl^ir^^pmroy^ of^^rea/eption. 

;An4, wl^eiife^-^iQ^ciHl jcai^yass of 
i\^, ^^tes^. icast at, #^^. e^ectf ^n; shows 
tJtwIirtWe 'VWe.5»^rty ^qus^ three 
hundred and eleven ,ypt^,CfUi^{ for the 
adapt;!^^, . o^/ ^4 ^ Iponstitntion and 
Thirty eight thousand six hundred 
and eighty-one votes Wfe^iB* ^aJst' againBt 
its adoption, leaving ft ift'djO'ilt^ of six- 
teen hundred aiid^'tMrty'VtJifes in fa- 
vor of its adoption. 

Now therefore I, James W. Grimes, 
G^overnor of said State, by virtue of 
the authority conferred upon me, here- 
by declare the said New Constitu- 
tion to be adopted, and declare it to 
be the supreme lam of the State of 
Iowa. 

In testimony whereof I have 
hereunto set my hand and af- 
fixed the Great Seal of the 
State of Iowa. 
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L^ 'S. bttniat' towi Oily thiti Third 
' day of Sejrt^mbisr A. D. 1857 
of the Indepefldeiice of the 
Fflited ^at^s the eighty ' sec- 
ond and of the Staite of Iowa 
the eleventh. 

9y, the.Goyerno;r^ . . ' . . ^ 

,; ^.J^eo'etary of State, . i 
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AMENDMENTS TO THE 
CONSTITUTION 



■ :- ' . •! 

AMEIiIDMJBNTS 0^1863 

1st. Strike the word *'Wliite"^ 
from section 1 6f article 2 thereof ^ 

2*. Strike ' the word ' ^ Whit^ ' * from 
seetioli 33 of article 3 thereof; 

3d. Strike the word '^WMire*' frotti 
section 34 of article 3 thereof; 

4th. Strike the word '^*'Whit6"'' 
froiii section 35 of article 3 thereof V 

6th. Strike the word '* White*'' 
from Section 1 of article 6 thereof. 

AMENDJyCENT OF 1880 

Strike out the words ** fjree white/ ' 
from the third line of section four. 
(4) of article three (3) of said con- 
stitution, relating to the legislative 
departmenl. • 



AMENDMENTS OF 1884 

Amendment 1. The general elec- 
tion for state, district, county and 
township officers, shall be held on the 
Tuesday next after the first Monday 
in November,! . 

Amendment 2. . At any regular sibs- 
3^0^ of the general a^s^nably the state 
may be divided into the necessary ju- 
dicial districts for distijict. court pur- 
poses, or. the said diatricts. may be 
reojrganized and the number of the dis- 
trict ^ and the judges of said courts 
incj^eased or diminished; but no re- 
organization of the. districts or dimin- 
ution of the judges shall have the 
effect of removing a jtfdge fifdift office. 

Amendment 3. The grand jury 
may consist of any number of mem- 
bers, not less than five, nor more than 
fifteen, as the general assembly may 

^ See below, Amendments of 1904, p» 107, 
'd Amendment of 1916, p. 113. 
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by law {Mrovide> or the general aasffln^ 
bly may provide for holding persons 
to aittwer for any ernninal offense 
without the intervention of a granid 
jury. ^ 

Amendment 4. That section 13 ol 
article 5 oi the constitution be strich* 
en therefrom, and the following 
adopted as such section. 

Section 13. The qualified electors 
of each county shall, at the general 
election in the year 18&6^ and every 
two years thereafter, eliect a couojby 
attorney, who ehaU be a resident of 
the county for which he is elected, 
and who shall hold his office for two 
years, and until his successor shall 
have been elected and qualified. 

AMEN1>MBNTS OP 1904 
Add as section 16, to article 12 of 
the constitution, the following: 

Sec 16. The first general election i 
* See below, Amendment of 1916, p. 118. 
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sitter the ftdoptiod of tMs AtoienMLeixt 
shall' bb keld oik the Tuesdiay txext af- 
ter the fitst Monday in November in 
the year one thousand nine htindted 
and s^y and general elections e^sH 
be held biennially thereafter. lA the 
year one thoiksand nine hundred alnd 
tax therei shall be elected a governor, 
lieutenant-governor, seferetary of state, 
auditor of state, treasurer of state, 
attorney gbneral, two judges of the 
supreme court, the Successors of the 
Judges of the district court whose 
terms of office expire on Deeembeir 
Slst, one thousand nine huiidred and 
six, state senators who would other- 
wise be chosen in the year one tfaour 
sand nine hundred and five, and' mem- 
bers of the house of representatives. 
The terms of office of the judges of 
the supreme court which woi^ other^ 
wise expire on December Slst^ in odd 
mbered years,, and all other elective 
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8tMe, ^nntj and tcmnship office^ 
whose tefma 6f office •vc^onld ' otherwise 
expire in Ja&uarf' io the year oiui 
thonsatfd 'nilHs hundred and 'siz, and 
teefiabenj of* the gei^^ral assembly 
whose successors would otherwise be 
chosen at the gtdneral eleetiofn Ih the 
year -one thousand nine hundred' and 
five, are hereby ezten^d 6nie yeai* and 
until their successors are elected and 
qualified. The temis of ^jfficerol? sena- 
tors whose suceeteord' would othet^ 
wise be chosen in the year one th6u- 
saBd nine hundred and seven are hfere^ 
by extended one year and until their 
successors are elected and qualified. 
The ^neral assembly shall make such 
changes in the iaw governing the 
time of election and term of effice of 
all othdr elective officers as shall b* 
necessary to m^e thd time of their 
election! and terms of office eonferm 
to this amendment, and i^ll- protide 



wliifih of thift i^ge3 of the BupK^m^ 
eouft ahaU mrse ae chifef jm^m. Tib^ 
gooei*^ assembly shall meetqin re^ 
lar, sesiaoiL q;i ;the seeoad: H^oday in 
Janaary> in the year one thousand 
njpie hundred and six^ aad also oa tlie 
860o»d Moaday ia Jaauary ia th* yea» 
oae tl^ousa^d niae hundred aad ae^;^^ 
and bieaniaJJy. thereafter* 

That,seetw ,thirfcy-fowr,(34), thir- 
ty^fiue <35) and thirty-six <36) of 
artiid© three (3> of the epastitufcipn 
oi the state of Jowa, be repealed aad 
the bellowing be adopted ia lien 
thereof; - 

Seo!|^N 84. The senate shall . be 
QQmpp&^{i'9f- fifty members to he elect' 
ed fwm the .several senatorial dis- 
tiictei established by law and at the 
neiJCb session of Ishe ge??eral assen^bly 
he^ ;following the taking of the state 
^ . aiational oensas, they shall be 
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iipfortio^ed among tli9 seyanal e<mn- 
ties or distriats ol tks staU, accord- 
uig. %(k popuiatioa as «howii by ^t^ 

3£a 3^. .??he house of rejparosoata- 
ti¥os. sbi^l consist of u^t more than 
ono imndred mid eight inembera. The 
ra^io o£ ,repr€U9entati9n shaU.he deter- 
mined by dividing the whole n«mbei'> 
of the population of the state as 
shown by the last preceding state or 
national cen^ufi^ by the whole number 
of counties then e^si^iog ox .organ- 
i^ed^ but.eaeh epunty shall. constitute 
one r^resentativ^ district ! and be en- 
tit^drta osie. representative, but each 
QQunty^, haying ,a pfipulatipn in excess 
of, tllOi aatior number, as ;herjBin pro- 
vided; of thJfee-fi;6thB.or, more.pf such 
ratio .iiumber ishffM be entitled to on& 
additio]ial< repires^tativeiy , but .s»id. 
{addition, e^all extend, on^* to the nine 
OOiunt^es, having. the. greatest popiolan 
tion. 
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Bec. 36. T6^ general adsem^y 
shalt/at the' :&r8t regular Bessioir held 
Mloting the adopti<yn of this amend- 
ment, and at each mieceeding regular 
sessiiyn held next after the taking of 
siich censns, :fi3t the ratio of represen- 
tation, and apportion the additional 
repreisentatives, as hereinbefore re- 
c|mred. .. 

,4M^NI>:HENT of, 1908 

Add to section 18' of article 1 of 
the Constitution the following: '* 

The general assembly, howe^ei^, may 
pass laws permitting the owners of 
lands to consthict drains, ditches, and 
levees for agticultural, sanitaJt^ or 
mining purpoiies across the lander of 
others, and provide for the organiza- 
tion of drainage districts, vest the 
proper authorities with power to eon* 
struct and ma^intain levees, drains and 
ditches a'nd to keep in repair all 




pf«^«fty b«w4t«d tSmv^t. TV iV*^ 

iW t^Kjdesdxatioa of ^tck nitiu ^^:^;;»t^ 
at ikaH be mitiaaifc ix for tV ci.^tft^tnt^'^ 
tioK a»d sainteiuiniri^ of $%k*K dniiikSs 
^ctes m»d leviees. «iid pn^I»l^n^e tV 
method of — f^^iwg sui^h <roiH)eittn«tH>n, 

AMENDMENT OF 19H> 

B^iernHng section 7 of Attit'lo U 
and sobstitming therefor the follow^ 
iiig: 

The general election for state, dis- 
trict, county and township ofheers in 
the year 1916 shall be held in the 
same month and on the same day as 
that fixed by the laws of the United 
States for the election of presidential 
electors, or of president and vice-prea« 
ident of the United States; and there- 
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aftet stieli election 'shall be- held at 
such time as the general Assembly may 
by law provide. 
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County SI 
Court, r 



Crinlinal proaeiiutioi 



It, prohibition 



68: to defend State, 
DSpartmentB of goT- 
Dee Moines, seal of 



ff of, 41; reference to, 
f. 59: composition of, 

f 61; election of 

judges of, 61 ; term 
of jndges of, 61; a 
court of law and 
fc eqnity, 61: jurisdic- 
tion of, 61; judges 
of, 62, 108: num- 
ber of jud^res of, 
63. 106 ; election of 
jndges of, 63 ; com- 
i men cement of term 
I of judges of, 64; 

districts for, 106 
I District jndges, 93 

Districts, representa- 
j tive, 49, 50; con- 

( gressional, 50; sen- 

. atorial, 50; judi- 

. cial, 62. 63, 106; 

[ drainage, 112, 113 

Ditches, 112 
Divorce, 44 
Drainage districts, 
112, 113 
[ Drains, 112 

Due process of law, 

26 
Duelling, penalty for, 
25 

Education, provisions 
relative to, 75-80 

Education, Board of, 
75-80 

Edwards, John, 99 



Election, writs of. to 
fin vacanci^, 38 

Election days, immun- 
ities of voters on, 
32 

Elections, method of« 
83 ; reference to, 
34 ; contested, in 
General Assembly. 
36; method of. In 
General Assembly, 
50 ; of Governor, 
51, 52; of Lieuten- 
ant Governor. 51, 
52 ; contested, for 
Governor or Lieu- 
tenant Governor, 
52; special, 72; 
special to fill va- 
cancies, 89 ; first, 
under Constitution, 
92 ; general, 106, 
113; time of hold- 
ing general, 106, 
107, 113 

Electors, qualifications 
of, 31-33; privi- 
leges of, 32 

Ells, Geo. W., 99 

Emerson, J. H., 99 

Enacting clause, 34 

Bhiumeration of in- 
habitants, 47. 48 

Equality of citizens, 
25 

Equity, 61 

Error, writs of. 91 
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Evidence, truth given 
in, 26; in case of 
treason, 29 

Executive Department, 
provisions relative 
to, 50-59 

Executive power, su- 
preme, 50 

Expenditures of pub- 
lie money, 40 

Ex post facto law, 30 

Extra sessions, com- 
pensation for, 44 

Felony, 27, 32, 38 

Fines, excessive, 29 ; 
militia, 30 ; remis- 
sion of, 56; refer- 
ence to, 83j 91 

Foreigners, rights of, 
31 

Forfeitures, remission 
of, 56 ; reference to, 
91 

Fraud, 30 

Funds, school, 81-84 

General Assembly, lim- 
itations on powers 
of, 23-31, 44-47 
composition of, 34 
sessions of, 34 
,^wer8 of houses 
of, 36, 37; privi- 
leges of members 
of, 37, 38; open 
sessions of, 38; ser 



crecy in, 38; pas- 
sage of bflls by, 
38-40; disqualifica- 
tion of members of, 

42, 43 ; compensa- 
tion of members of, 

43, 44; taking ef- 
fect of laws of, 44 ; 
oath or afi&rmation 
of members of, 47; 
method of elections 
in, 50 ; canvass of 
votes for Governor 
and Lieutenant 
Governor by, 5 1, 
52 ; extra sessions 
of, 54 ; adjourn- 
ment of, 54; mil- 
itia regulated by 
laws of, 65 ; acts 
of, relative to bank- 
ing corporations, 
71 ; powers of, rel- 
ative to corpora- 
tions, 74, 75 ; acts 
of Board of Edu- 
cation subject to re- 
peal by, 78; power 
of, to abolish Board 
of Education, 80 
education encour 
aged by, 81, 82 
amendments pro 
posed in, 85, 86 
first session of, 94 
judicial districts es 
tablished by, 95,96; 
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monbers of. 109 
Gibson, H. D., 99 
GiOaspy. George, 100 
GoveTnment, establish- 
ment of» 21; pur- 
X>08e6 of, 23; re- 
form and alteration 
of, 23; distribution 
of powers of, 33 ; 
seat of, 90 
Governor, powers o'. 
34, 38; veto power 
of, 39,40; impeach- 
ment of, 41; refer- 
ence to, 50, 51, 78, 
92, 97, 108; style 
of, 51; manner of 
election of, 5 1 ; 
term of, 51, 55; 
returns of election 
for, 51, 52; con- 
tested election of, 
52 ; qualifications 
of, 52, 53 ; military 
power of, 53 ; pow- 
ers and duties of, 
53-58; vacancy in 
oflBce filled by, 53; 
messages of, 54; 
adjournment by, 5 4 ; 
extra session called 
by, 54; disqualifi- 
cations of, 54, 55; 
commencement of 
term of, 55 ; par- 
doning power of, 
55, 56; vacancy in 



office of, 56, 57; 
succession to office 
of, 57, 58; seal of 
State kept by, 58: 
commissions signed 
by, 58; militia of- 
ficers commissioned 
by, 66 

Gower, Robt., 99 

Grand Jury, indict- 
ment by, 27, 28; 
number of members 
of, 106, 107 

Grants, making of, 58 

Gray, H. W., 99 

Grievances, redress of, 
30 

Grimes, James W., 
proclamation f , 
101, 102 

Habeas Corpus, writ 
of, 28 

Hall, J. C, 99 

Happiness, right to, 28 

Harris, Amos, 100 

Highways, 45 

Hollingsworth, Jere- 
miah, 100 

House of Representa* 
tives, 34; selection 
of officers of, 36; 
rules of procedure 
in, 37; vacancies 
in, 38 ; impeach- 
ment by, 41; num- 
ber of members of, 
48; Speaker of, 51. 
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tj, Universi^ 



of, 62 
Jury. 36, 30; right of 
trial 1^, 26, 27; 
Dumber of membeis 



Lands, lease 
BOllOOl. 81-1 



Process, 91 

Proclamation, adop- 
tion of Constitution 
declared by, 100, 

, 101 

Property, right to, 23, 

26; taking of, for 

public use, 29, 30; 

rights of foreigners 

to, 30 
Prosecuting attorneys, 

93 
Prosecutions, crimi- 
nal, 27, 91 
Protest, right to, 37 
Public Instruction, 

Superintendent of, 

93 
Public squares, 45 
Punishment, cruel and 

unusual, 29; referi 

ence to, 31 

Qualifications, of elec- 
tors, 31-33; of Rep- 
resentatives, 35 ; of 
Senators, 35 ; of 
Governor, 52, 53 ; 
of Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor, 52. 53 

Quorum, legislative, 
36 

Rebellion, 28 

Ratio of representa- 
tion, 49, 50, 111, 
112 



Receipts of public 
money, 40 

Religion, freedom of, 
24 

Religious test, 24 

Rent, 31 

Representation, ratio 
of, 49, 50, 111, 112 

Representatives, meth- 
od of choosing, 34; 
term of, 34, 35; 
qualifications of, 35 ; 
judge of qualifica- 
tions, elections, and 
returns of, 36 ; pow- 
er to expel, 37; 
, privileges of, 37, 
38; disqualification 
of, 42, 43 ; compen^ 
sation of, 43, 44; 
oath of, 47; appor* 
tionment of, 48, 49; 
number of, 48, 49; 
reference to, 92, 
108 

Reprieves, 55, 56 

Resident qualifications, 
of electors, 32; of 
Representatives, 35 ; 
of Senators, 35; of 
Governor, 52 ; of 
Lieutenant Govern- 
or. 52 

Rights, Bill of, 23-31 

Rights, natural, 23 ; 
reservation of, to 
people, 31 



U9 



Boadi, 45 
Bobiason. M. W., 
BdIci ot legialal 
procedure, 87 



Speech fre« 
Springfr Fra 



also Judges 
prrme Coon 


of 'Su- 






Tax inwn. pr 


Yision. 


'""'"or'Tr'ati'o'^^ 


aubje^ 


ItiwB re'lBdv 
Teitunonj. in 


W, TO 


T,al;s; 


.^44** 



Tithes, 24 
Title of laws, 45 
Todhanter, Lewis, 99 
Town plats, 45 
Towns, incorporation 

of, 45 
Townships, 77 
Traer, J. C, 100 
Treason, definition of. 
29 ; conviction of, 
29 ; reference to. 
82, 88, 55, 56 
Treasurer of State, 
election of, 58 ; 
term of, 58; duties 
of, 59 ; reference to, 
73, 93, 108 
Treasury, State, meth- 
od of drawing mon- 
ey from, 43 
Trial, impeachment, 41 
Trial by jury, right 
to, 26, 27, 91 

United States, 81, 32, 
36, 42, 47, 52, 55, 
65, 73, 81, 83, 99 

United States, Consti- 
tution of, 89 

University, State, lo- 
cation of, 78, 79, 
90; funds of, 79, 
81, 84; lands of, 
81 

University fund, loss- 
es to, 67; reference 
to, 78, 83, 84 



University lands, pro- 
tection of, 83 

Vacancies, filling of, 

38, 53, 54, 89 
Viva voce vote, 50 
Vote on Constitution, 

101 
Voters, qualifications 

of, 31-33 (see also 

Electors) 

War, 28, 29, 82, 71; 
debts to carry on, 
68 
Warrants, 26 
Warren, Wm. A., 99 
White, stricken from 
Constitution, 105 ; 
free, stricken from 
Constitution, 105 
Wilson, James F., 100 
Winchester, S. G., 99 
Witnesses, qualifica- 
tions of, 24, 25; 
reference to, 27; 
in case of treason, 29 
Worship, free, 24 
Worth County, 88 
'Writ of Habeas Cor- 
pus, 28 
Writs, election, 38 
Writs of error, 91 

Teas and nays, record 

of, 37. 40, 85 
Young, James A., 99 
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